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corded sentiments of Polycarp; and to our reflections
in that place we have little to add. The interpolations
to which we have now referred, are intended to take
off the edge of the evidence borne by this passage of
Eusebius against the invocation of saints. First, whereas
the Christians of Smyrna are recorded by Eusebius to
have declared, without any limitation or qualification
whatever, that they could never worship any fellow-
mortal however honoured and beloved, the Parisian
edition limits and qualifies their declaration by inter-
polating the word " as God," implying that they would
offer a secondary worship to a saint. Again, whereas
Eusebius in contrasting the worship paid to Christ,
with the feelings of the Christians towards a martyr,
employs only the word "love," Bellarmin, following
Buffinus, interpolates the word " veneranmr" after
" diligimus," a word which may be innocently used with
reference to the holy saints and servants of God, though
it is often in ancient writers employed to mean the
religious worship of man to God. Still how lament-
able is it to attempt by such tampering with ancient
documents to maintain a cause, whatever be our feel-
ings with regard to it!

With two more brief quotations we will close our
report of Eusebius.. They occur in the third chapter of
the third book of his Demonstratio Evangelica, and
give the same view of the fe'elings and sentiments of
the primitive Christians towards the holy angels, which
we have found Origen and all the other fathers to have
acknowledged.

" In the doctrine of his wordl we have learned that
there exists, after the most high God, certain powers,

1 Demonst. Evang. Paris, 1628. p. 106.